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APPENDIX G:
INFORMATION SHEET FOR CASE WORKERS

Homeless Court Program
Information Sheet

The Homeless Court Program (HCP) gives homeless people access to court. Local shelters host a special
court session for misdemeanors cases. Judges give court sentences for program activities in which
participants are already involved. Clients ideally will be in a residential program.

To Sign Your Clients Up:

Homeless Court is program-driven; in order to maintain integrity each agency must have their own criteria
and screening process.

* A representative/case manager from each agency/program will screen their client to see if they meet
the needed criteria

* The client’s representative will fill out an interest list with all needed information. Please note any
special concerns about any of the clients cases, make sure you document all names and/or SS#s that
your client may have been using, and write down your name so that if any additional info is needed
they can get a hold of you.

* The interest list will be sent via email to the Public Defenders office on or before the date required to
Steve.Binder@sdcounty.ca.gov

* An ‘Agreement to Appear” form will be filled out and signed by each client as a promise to appear
at both the counseling appointment and at the court hearing. Times, dates, and location to appear
are documented on this form. (One copy of this form is given to the client and one is kept in
the clients file.)

After the interest lists have been received, court clerks will research the clients legal history getting needed
information on each of their cases being addressed. The client and a representative of the referring agency
will then attend a counseling session with an attorney from the public defenders office.

The Counseling session is usually held 1 week prior to the court date,

Counseling Session:

Bring proof of your program activities to HCP counseling session and court session.

What to bring: 3 copies of each (for Public Defender, Prosecutor & Judge)
Letters from case workers or agency representatives
* Certificates of Accomplishments
* Medical documents (NA/AA)
* School records, (proof of enrolment/GPA and current status)
* Proof of other accomplishments/achievements

Court Date:

Remind your clients how important it is that they attend as

Agreed. Be there with them to represent your program and | The HCP cannot resolve:

and to support your client as well as the Homeless Court *  Felony cases (this include probation
Program. You can leave after your clients have seen the terms and costs)
Judge and received paperwork from the court clerks. ». Misdemeanor cases outside of San

What HCP Will and Will Not Take Care of: Diego County
* Domestic Violence or Prop. 36 cases

* Parking tickets

¢ (Civil cases

* Impound or DMV fees
* Juvenile cases or costs

The HCP addresses misdemeanor cases:
* Full range of misdemeanor cases
* Traffic cases




THE SAN DIEGO HOMELESS COURT PROGRAM: SERVICE PROVIDER TOOLKIT

APPENDIX H:

IS IT A CRIME TO BE HOMELESS?

Is it a crime to be homeless?

Afraid to go to court?

Tired of being thrown in jail?
Worried about warrants?
Looking to resolve outstanding misdemeanor cases?

What is Homeless Court?

Purpose:

The Homeless Court Program (HCP) gives homeless people access to court. Local
shelters host a special court session for misdemeanor cases. Judges gives court
sentences for program activities in which participants are already involved

Progress
The HCP helps you move from the streets through a shelter program to self-

sufficiency. You stand before the court with advocacy letters and certificates, proof

of your activities, accomplishments and aspirations. The court reviews this
documentation. You are sentenced to activities in your shelter program. These
include: life-skills, chemical dependency or AA/NA meetings, computer training or
literacy classes, training or searching for employment, counseling of volunteer
work.

Proof

You come to court with advocacy letters, certificates and other documentation
from your program(s). These documents show the court what you have
accomplished. Most of the participants who come before the court with alternative
sentencing documentation will get credit for time served in the program. Many will
have their case(s) heard and settled in one hearing

Alternative Sentencing:
The HCP sentences you to activities in the shelter program. This replaces the
traditional court sentence options of fines, public work service and custody

Process:
You sign up for court at the shelter. There is a four-step process from sign-up to
court hearing
*  WEEK ONE: The program submits to the Office of the Public Defender
(OPD) the list of the participants who have requests court access. The
OPD delivers the list to the court and prosecution
*  WEEK TWO: The court and prosecution prepares cases on the list for the
next scheduled Homeless Court at the shelter.
*  WEEK THREE: The assigned defense attorney meets with you one week
before the court hearing to review and prepare cases.
*  WEEK FOUR: Court personnel arrive at the shelter and hear your case

If you are living in a shelter, or working with a rehabilitation agency you can
approach the court and appeal for justice.

Sign up:

Ask your shelter representative how you can sign up to appear at Homeless Court. The
North County HCP hearings alternate between the New Resolve and Brother Bennos
residential facilities. Shelters include, but not limited to, Interfaith Community Services,
Casa Raphael, Alpha Project and Turning Point.

Caution
The HCP cannot resolve felony cases, cases outside the city of San Diego, or parking
tickets. However, attorneys can provide general information and will discuss these matters
with you.

Bringing the law to the streets, the court to the shelters, and the homeless back into
society

THESE 12 STEPS CAN LEAD
YOU FROM THE THREAT OF
JAIL TO A NEW HOME.

1. Sign up for the Homeless
Court in the shelter and seta
date to hear your case.
Meet with your defense
attorney from the Law
Offices of the Public
Defender.

3.  The court staff and
prosecution team review
your records and prepare
cases for court.

4. Create a life plan and work a
program for rehabilitation,
counseling, recovery, life
skills or employment
training.

5. Meet with your caseworker
to prepare all necessary
documents and letters of
support for your hearing at
the Homeless Court held in
the shelter

6. Your defense attorney will
negotiate, on your behalf,
with the prosecutor, before
the hearing.

7. Attend the Homeless Court
and consult with your
defense attorney. Bring
evidence of your
accomplishments and other
important documents.

8. The judge comes to the
shelter, where the
prosecution and defense
present your case.

9. Approach the bench, face
the judge, confront your past
and look the future.

10. If you accept responsibility
for the offense, the court
offers you an alternative
sentence to complete your
rehabilitation program.

1'1. Once your case is resolved,
another hurdle has been
cleared.

12. You are free to follow the
steps of your life plan, and
move toward a new home in
the community
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w . . .
I had four outstanding warrants for sleeping on the beach and open containers of
alcohol. | was surprised by the court’s willingness to work with me and allow me to
continue my program without the burden of legal problems. | felt like a tremendous

weight had been lifted. It just gave me the confidence to deal with whatever | had to.!”

John MacKanin
VVSD alum and HCP participant
celebrating 10 years sobriety in January 2009

W Homeless Caring Court provides an opportunity for the justice system to remove
barriers to individual recovery that the system sometimes creates. The homeless court
process recognizes that each individual, in the circumstances in which she/he finds her-
self/himself, can attain a sense of self worth and recovery that the justice system will
affirm. At the same time, the “pay it forward” approach still holds individuals account-
able for their actions, while recognizing that “one size” (to recovery) does not necessarily

“fit” everyone. We provide not only access, but (in many instances) fairness and justice."

Hon. Gordon Baranco
Alameda County Superior Court

Commission on
Homelessness and Poverty

AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION

740 15" Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005
(202) 662-1694
homeless@abanet.org
www.abanet.org/homeless

Law Office of the Public Defender of San Diego
233 “A" Street, Suite 800
San Diego, CA 92101

Contact: Steve Binder, Deputy Public Defender
(619) 338-4708 - (619) 338-4811 fax
steve.binder@sdcounty.ca.gov





