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Narrative
StreetHealth and the Citywide Community Response Team are two innovative programs that
provide a high level of wraparound services to people with behavioral health conditions, which
may lead to a reduction in incarceration. StreetHealth is Alameda County Health Care for the
Homeless’ backpack street medicine team, which provides behavioral health care, substance use
treatment and physical medicine to people who are houseless in Alameda County. We will
discuss the importance of public psychiatry, and why health care should be brought directly to
people who are living on the streets. The details of our backpack medicine team will be explored,
including our MAT and LAI programs. We will also discuss our importance of our community
partners, including law enforcement.
The Citywide Community Response Team provides short term intensive case management to
adults that have been identified as high priority by San Francisco’s Department of Public Health
as well as works out of Psychiatric Emergency Services at Zuckerberg San Francisco General
Hospital to support with effective discharge planning. We will discuss program design and
creative interventions utilized with adults that have struggled to engage in traditional care
models, are homeless and are not necessarily interested in treatment but are cycling through
emergency systems and the jail.
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Learning Objectives
§ Participants will be able to identify the importance of public psychiatry and list two
public psychiatry fellowships.
§ Participants will be able to describe a psychiatry backpack street medicine program,
including a MAT and LAI programs.
§ Participants will be able to describe the connection between mental illness, homelessness
and arrest.
§ Participants will be able to list essential elements of engaging vulnerable populations in
treatment.

