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Narrative 
Although veterans have lower incarceration rates than civilians, large national surveys find 
higher rates of incarceration for sexual offenses among veterans compared to non-veterans. 
However, there remain questions as to the factors associated with sexual offending behavior 
among veterans, whether these veterans have unique treatment needs, and whether their 



likelihood of reoffending differs from civilians. In this presentation, we will review the findings 
of a series of studies aimed at exploring these questions, including analyses of data from the 
Bureau of Justice Statistics to examine differences between veteran and civilian sexual 
offenders, as well as longitudinal analyses of veterans forensically housed under the California 
Sexually Violent Predator statute in California. We will describe clinical and offense-related 
characteristics, patterns of recidivism and factors associated with recidivism within this unique 
subpopulation. 
 
Learning Objectives 
Describe the characteristics of veterans who have been incarcerated for sexual offenses.  
 
Identify veteran-specific factors associated with repeat sexual offenses among veterans 
compared to civilians.  
 
Describe the characteristics of veterans who have been forensically housed under the California 
Sexually Violent Predator statute in California. 
 
Identify predictors of sexual recidivism among veterans who have been forensically housed 
under the California Sexually Violent Predator statute in California. 
 
 


