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Narrative
The California Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) launched a bold Medi-Cal redesign
initiative, called Medi-Cal Healthier California for All, aiming to create a Medi-Cal program of
the future – one where people can get the care they need, when they need it, where
administration and finances are streamlined, the right care is incentivized, and behavioral health
care is integrated.
This presentation will cover the basics:
n supporting the right care in the right place through streamlined medical necessity criteria
n integrating the administration and financing of specialty mental health and substance use
services – ultimately in support of integrating clinical care
n considering pursuing a waiver of the Institutions for Mental Disease exclusion to support
a robust continuum of care
n supporting regional models to integrate physical, behavioral and dental health
n supporting Medi-Cal enrollment and behavioral health “warm-hand-offs” prior to jail
release
n adding new enhanced care management benefits and wrap-around services for the highest
risk individuals – including housing supports.
DHCS will invite feedback from participants to help inform the direction of the Medi-Cal
Healthier California for All initiative, particularly focused on the unique behavioral health needs
of individuals involved with the criminal justice system.
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Participants will be able to discuss the importance of right care in the right place through
streamlined medical necessity criteria
Participants will be able to discuss the importance of integrating the administration and
financing of specialty mental health and substance use services – ultimately in support of
integrating clinical care
Participants will be able to explain the waiver of the Institutions for Mental Disease
exclusion to support a robust continuum of care
Participants will be able to describe regional models to integrate physical, behavioral and
dental health
Participants will be able to discuss the importance of supporting Medi-Cal enrollment and
behavioral health “warm-hand-offs” prior to jail release
Participants will be able to explain the concept of adding new enhanced care management
benefits and wrap-around services for the highest risk individuals – including housing
supports.

