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Narrative 
This presentation will address “The Fourth Wave” of the opioid epidemic, including recent data 
on rising mortality due to fentanyl alone and in combination with methamphetamine. The rise 
of polysubstance use raises the complexity of treatment and the risk of overdose. Best practices 
for treatment options, including use of medications will be discussed, as well as other evidence-
based strategies for client engagement and risk reduction.  
 
Learning Objectives 
Explain three key factors in the history and epidemiology of overdose due to opioids. 
 
Identify 3 FDA-approved medications for opioid use disorder. 
 



Propose 3 harm reduction measures to prevent overdose deaths due to synthetic opioids. 
 


