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National Football League (NFL) providing training on violence risk assessment for NFL 
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books and is co-editor of the Third Edition of Principles and Practice of Forensic Psychiatry.  
 
His research interests include the relationship of substance use to aggression among criminal 
defendants, on the quality of forensic evaluations of criminal responsibility, child witness 
testimony, malingering and assessment of posttraumatic stress disorder.  He lectures nationally 
on the topics of malingering, violence risk assessment, juvenile violence, substance use and 
violence, the assessment of sex offenders, correctional psychiatry, DSM-5 and the law and 
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Narrative 
Marijuana is the most used drug after alcohol and nicotine and is the most commonly used 
illicit drug in jurisdictions where marijuana use remains illegal. The National Survey of Drug Use 
and Health indicates that the use of marijuana is increasing with nearly 18% of Americans ages 
12 and older reporting that they have used cannabis in the last year.  With the increasing 
legalization and use of marijuana over the last decade, an important question now faces mental 



health evaluators, attorneys, judges and society at large. Does marijuana use increase the risk 
of violence toward others? 
 
This presentation reviews trends in marijuana use and developing products, summarizes the 
research examining the relationship of marijuana to psychosis and violence, addresses recent 
claims of marijuana use related to mens rea defenses in criminal cases and highlights the 
important components of a marijuana drug use monitoring program. 
 
Learning Objectives 

1. Identify emerging forms of cannabis products 
2. Analyze risk factors for marijuana leading to violence 
3. Assess the relationship of marijuana use to criminal responsibility 
4. Evaluate drug testing results when monitoring potential marijuana use in patients. 

 


