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Narrative 
Sexually violent predator (SVP) statutes are unique in that these laws allow for the indefinite 
civil psychiatric commitment of sex offenders after their criminal sentences have been served. In 
addition to the high cost of psychiatric hospitalization, recently observed low base rates of sexual 
recidivism of sex offenders released from custody suggest that, in select SVP cases, a 
collaborative justice model of outpatient placement may be feasible in lieu of lengthy and costly 
placement in state hospitals. Given its position as one of the states with a large number of SVP 
commitments, California offers an opportunity to implement a collaborative justice model for 
adult sex offenders found to meet SVP criteria. In this presentation we provide a template for 
SVP collaborative justice, inclusion and exclusion criteria, and information from preliminary 
discussions with district attorneys and public defenders regarding application. Admittedly, this 
model faces multiple obstacles, both within the judicial system and in the public arena. 
Nonetheless, public concerns may be mitigated through high-control parole plus additional 
treatment and controls, interim halfway house placement, and community prosocial support 
systems.  
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Amy Hoffman is the supervising attorney for the SVP unit for the San Diego Public Defender’s 
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Amy went back to the SVP unit and began to really cut her teeth on initial petition trials. After 
attending multiple trainings surrounding the efficacy of sex offender treatment, Amy began 
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Learning Objectives 

1. Differentiate between adversarial and collaborative justice models. 
2. Describe efficacy of mental health courts in reducing recidivism. 
3. Identify process for current SVP civil commitment and proposed model for collaborative 

justice.  
4. Identify three inclusion and three exclusion criteria for assessing SVP collaborative 

justice participants.  
 


